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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to Request for Continued Examination filed May 27, 
2008. Applicant amended claims 1 and 18, 21 and 22. Claims 1, 3-10, 13-18 and 21-25 are 
currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 3-10, 13-18, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites an advertisement preparation unit publishing the prepared advertisement 
in a Web page for advertisement viewing and publishing "a non-contract use page including 
local area information other than said advertisement on said Web page". It is understood that 
the "Web page" and the "non-contract use page" are two different pages, the advertisement is 
inserted on the Web page and the local area information (which is different than the 
advertisement) is included in the non-contract use page. The claim also recites a subscriber user 
is allowed to view the advertisement on the Web page. Which is understood that the Web page 
and the advertisement are viewed by the subscriber. The claim further recites when non-contract 
user is identified the advertisement utilization unit prohibits publishing of the advertisement on 
the Web page, after publishing said non-contract user utilization page allowing viewing of the 
page. It is unclear if the "page" is reference to the "Web page" or the "non-contract use page". If 
the "page" is referring to the Web page, then is the Web page viewed without the advertisement? 
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The claim further recites after the viewing of the page permits subscription contract registration 
process by presenting an application page of said subscription contract. If the page is referring to 
the non-contract use page it is understood that the non-subscriber user is allowed to view the 
non-contract use page and then is presented with application page to register as a subscriber. 
Therefore, the user is not allowed to view a Web page until the user is a registered user, but it is 
unclear if the non-subscriber user views the Web page with advertisement since the claim recites 
that the advertisement utilization unit prohibits the publishing of the advertisement on the Web 
page but it is not indicated if the Web page is viewed by the non-subscriber without the 
advertisement. Also it is indicated in the claim that the Web page is open to the public it is 
unclear if that means open only to registered public. Clarification is respectively requested. 

Claims 18, 21-22 have similar limitation ad indicated in claim 1, therefore are rejected as 
stated above in claim 1 . 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "publishing said non-contract user utilization page". There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The claim recites preparing and 
publishing "a non-contract use page", therefore, there is no antecedent basis for the "utilization 
page". The claim also recites the limitation "allowing viewing said page". The claim recites a 
"Web page" and "a non-contract use page". 

Claims 18, 21-22 have similar limitation ad indicated in claim 1, therefore are rejected as 
stated above in claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-10, 13-16, 18 and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Orikomio (http:www.dnp.orikomio.com), as disclosed by INTERNET Watch 
"Dai Nippon Printing Co., Ltd, Starts Internet Circular Service "Orikomio"" (hereinafter 
Orikomio) in view of Applicant's background and further in view of Thomas (US 7,243,129 Bl). 

Regarding claims 1, 18, 21, 22, 24 and 25 Orikomio teaches a database which registers a 
contract users having a subscriber contract with a newspaper; an advertisement preparation unit 
an advertisement requested by an advertiser, publishing the prepared advertisement on a Web 
page and preparing and publishing a "non-contract use page" including local area information; an 
advertisement utilization unit which, when a user is identified as a contract user registered in the 
database allows the contract user to view said advertisement on the Web page. 

Orikomio (as also discloses by Applicant) teaches with respect to an advertising system 
of a local area contacting type utilizing the Internet, the Internet inserted-bill supplying service, 
" Orikomio !.RTM.", which allows the user to view advertisements, etc. of a desired area by 
allowing the user to input the postal code of the corresponding area, has started in a limited area 
(http://www.dnp-orikomio.com/CGI/pilot/home.cgi). Further Orikomio teaches in this system, 
advertisements and recruitment information that have been registered by advertisers such as 
retail outlets with the payment of advertising fees are placed on the Web pages for three days so 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/00 1 ,992 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3622 

that general users and registered users are allowed to view desired pages for free of charge, and 
this system is expected as an advertising system of the local area contacting type. However 
Orikomio failed to teach when a viewing request from a user identified as a non-contract user 
not registered in said database is received, prohibits publishing of said advertisement on said 
non-contract use page and publishes an application page for subscribing with said newspaper 
dealer. Thomas teaches when a user is determined to be a new user a registering processing is 
invoked which operates to register the new user with the demographics identifying server. Once 
the user is registered the user is required to login (sec fig. 5 and col. 6 lines 15-67). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to require 
Orikomio 's subscriber to register for the online publication or newspaper for the intended 
purpose of providing customized or personalized web page as taught in Thomas. 

Regarding claims 3-5, Orikomio teaches inputting an electronic medium advertisement 
from an advertiser and places the resulting advertisement on said privileged Web page, and also 
converts a medium advertisement from an advertiser to electronic data, and places the resulting 
advertisement on said privileged Web page; preparing an advertisement requested by an 
advertiser or a Web page of the advertiser (Applicant discloses that in this system, 
advertisements and recruitment information that have been registered by advertisers such as 
retail outlets with the payment of advertising fees are placed on the Web pages for three days so 
that general users and registered users are allowed to view desired pages for free of charge); 
wherein, when a user views said advertisement on the privileged Web page, said advertisement 
utilization unit gives a privilege offer by a newspaper dealer or an advertiser to the subscription 
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user viewing said advertisement (general users and registered users allowed to view the web 
page which includes the advertisement and recruitment information). 

Regarding claims 7, 8 and 15, Orikomio does not explicitly teach wherein based upon a 
linking request specified by the subscription user, said advertisement utilization unit makes a link 
to a Web page of the advertiser. However official notice is taken that is old and well known in 
the art to provide a link to advertiser web site in the art of e-commerce. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for the advertiser of 
Orikomio to provide link to the web site so the user could access additional information for the 
advertisement or a purchase opportunity for the user to purchase the advertised product. Claim 8 
recites "makes access to a Web page of the advertiser managed by a newspaper dealer on a same 
chain in a different area". Whether the advertiser is in the same chain in the same are or different 
area does not make any difference since the link provided is to any advertiser who is advertising 
on the Web page. 

Claims 6, 9-1 1, 13, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Orikomio (http:www.dnp.orikomio.com), as disclosed by INTERNET Watch 
"Dai Nippon Printing Co., Ltd, Starts Internet Circular Service "Orikomio"" (hereinafter 
Orikomio) in view of Applicant's background and further in view of Thomas (US 7,243,129 Bl) 
further in view of Kent US 2002/0040374. 

Regarding claims 6, 10-11 and 16, Orikomio does not teach storing advertisement 
selection information specified and desired by the subscription user, and delivers an 
advertisement corresponding to the corresponding advertisement selection information by mail 
or facsimile, is taught in Kent ([0072], [0083], and [0036]). Orikomio also does not teach 
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automatically edits a Web page dedicated to a subscriber user based upon advertisement 
selection information specified by the subscriber and stores or downloads the resulting data to a 
user device, it is taught in Kent (see [0072], [0083], [0036]. It would have been obvious to one of 
the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Orikomio online publication to 
be able to be mailed as in Kent for the intended purpose of allowing the subscriber to also have a 
hard copy of the newspaper as in Kent. It would also have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to edit the Web page for the intended purpose of providing 
customized or personalized printed material with their personal content and advertising 
preferences, as taught in Kent (see [0009]). 

Regarding claim 9, placing local information other than advertisements, such as 
bulletin boards and link collections on said Web page, and said advertisement utilization unit 
publicizes local information to contractor users and non-contract users of said database is 
inherent feature to Orikomio's Web page. These features are also taught by Kent (see fig.2). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include such information since this is the standard practice for publishing 
newspapers. 

Regarding claim 13, Orikomio does not explicitly teaches, wherein said advertisement 
utilization unit retrieves subscription users who need to update the contract from the database, 
and displays the necessity of updating the contract at the time of visiting said privileged Web 
page, it is taught in Kent (see [0075, 0076]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide an application page for newspaper 
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subscriber contract to Orikomio's Web page, as in Kent in order to have user's profile for the 
intended purpose of providing a customized or personalized Web page (publication). 

Regarding claim 14, Orikomio/Kent does not teach preparation of a guide map upon a 
request from the user. Official Notice is taken that is old and well known in the art of WWW to 
provide a preparation of a guide map and to display it. On-line advertisers provide a program 
such as Mapquest to provide a map of a location, including the current location of the user and 
the destination specified by the user, in order to find the geographical location of the advertiser. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide such feature, in Orikomio/Kent web page, since Internet users use on-line map, such as 
Mapquest, to find the location of the advertiser providing the advertisement. 

Claim 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Orikomio in 
view of Kent US 2002/0040374 further in view of Fredrickson Pub. No. US 2002/0019768 
(hereinafter Fredrickson). 

Regarding claim 17, Fredrickson teaches collecting registers visiting information of the 
user for each advertisement visit and determines and settles publication fee based upon the 
results of the survey (see 0050, 0065, 0066, 0067 and 0068-0086). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include such feature, in 
Orikomio/Kent, in order to charge advertisers based upon the visits, as taught in Fredrickson. 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Orikomio as 
described in applicant background and further in view of Kent US 2002/0040374. 
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Regarding claim 23, Orikomio teaches a contractor database that registers subscription 
users that have a subscription contract with a newspaper dealer to deliver a newspaper to the 
subscription users; creating an advertisement; preparing and publishing a "non-contract use 
page" including local area information; displaying said advertisement on a non-contract use page 
when a user is identified as a registered subscription allows the user to view said advertisement 
on the non-contract use page as a privilege service, wherein the advertisement display is 
provided to the subscription user at an independent time and by a different medium from a 
delivery of the newspaper. Applicant discloses that in recent years, with respect to an advertising 
system of a local area contacting type utilizing the Internet, the Internet inserted-bill supplying 
service, " Orikomio !.RTM.", which allows the user to view advertisements, etc. of a desired area 
by allowing the user to input the postal code of the corresponding area, has started in a limited 
area (http://www.dnp-orikomio.com/CGI/pilot/home.cgi). Applicant discloses that in this 
system, advertisements and recruitment information that have been registered by advertisers such 
as retail outlets with the payment of advertising fees are placed on the Web pages for three days 
so that general users and registered users are allowed to view desired pages for free of charge, 
and this system is expected as an advertising system of the local area contacting type. Therefore, 
Orikomio teaches when a user is identified as a subscriber user having a subscriber contract for 
the newspaper allows the user to view said advertisement on the privileged web page however 
wherein the advertisement view is provided to the subscriber user at an independent time and by 
a different medium (web page) from a delivery of the newspaper failed to teaches the 
advertisement is displayed only to the registered users. Kent teaches all users required to register 
to view second advertisement (the advertisement on the online newspaper) (see [0009] - [0014]). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to require Orikomio's subscriber to register for the online publication or newspaper for 
the intended purpose of providing customized or personalized printed material with their 
personal content and advertising preferences as taught in Kent (see [0009]. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 04, 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that since, as noted in the final Office Action, Thomas registers 
a new user with a graphics identifying server, Thomas does not describe "when a viewing 
request is identified as that from a non-contract user not registered in said database, prohibits 
publishing of the advertisement on said Web page, and after publishing said non-contract user 
utilization page, allowing viewing said page, permits subscription contract registration 
processing by presenting an application page of said subscription contract," as recited in claim 1. 
Applicant argues thus, even if Orikomio, the Background, and Thomas were combined as 
proposed in the final Office Action, claim 1 would not result. Examiner respectively disagrees. 

Examiner would like to point out that Orikomio allows the user to view advertisements, 
etc. of a desired area by allowing the user to input the postal code of the corresponding area, and 
advertisements and recruitment information that have been registered by advertisers such as 
retail outlets placed on the Web pages for three days so that general users and registered users 
are allowed to view desired pages for free of charge. The only feature claimed that is not 
disclosed by Orikomio is that only registered users are allowed to view the desired pages and in 
order for the unregistered users to register an application page is provided. Thomas teaches 
identifying users as register or unregistered users and if it is determined that the user is 
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unregistered user, providing an application page for users to register so the users can be provided 
with the service (see fig. 5). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to provide an application page if the user is determined to be 
unregistered user so the service may be provided to registered user only. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yehdega Retta whose telephone number is (571) 272-6723. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

YR 

/Yehdega Retta/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3622 
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